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AMENDMENTS TO 



(1) Please amend paragraph [0054] as follows 

[0054] FIGS. 15^15A and 15B illustrate 
200A, 200B according to the invention. One 
shown and described above is .that the fasteners 
ball. By "ball" is meant those classes of shapes 
may be made up of one or more curved surfaces 
as defined herein, '"ball" includes but is not 
and 15B), prolate spheroid (FIG. 16), oblate 
the base polygon is at least a pentagon, i.e. a 
and any other shapes, e.g. geodesic domes, 
in FIGS. 18B, and 18D-18F), or approximate 



thit 



THE SPECIFICATION 



2003 



variations 
difference 
200A, 
that are 
and/or 
United to the 
spheroid (FIG 
dpdecahedron 

approxima^ 
shapes <p 



I hes 



?00B similar to the fastener 200A in FIG 15A 



200B has been altered to include a cylindrical opening 
fasteners 200A, 200B respectively i nclude a first portion 
surface 212 A. 2128^ for engaging a picket, and a seconc 
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fasteners 



(2) Please amend paragraph [0055] as follows 

[0055] As shown in FIGS. 15^1 5A and 15B, the 
alternatively, hollow member having a ball shape. FIG l^flr 
spherical fastener 200 A, while FIG. 15AB illustrates a 
FIG. 15A taken along Line 15AS-15AR. FIG. 15B illustoes 



CI|OSS 



21<>B 
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iff an eighth embodiment of a fastener 
between fasteners 200A, 200B and those 

are substantially in the shape of a 
convex and generally round in shape and 
itjctljude surfaces which are planar. Thus, 
Allowing shapes: sphere (FIG. 15^1 5 A 
17), regular convex polyhedra where 
(FIG. 18C), icosahedron(FIG. 18 A), 
a sphere (such as the shapes shown 
prolate spheroid or oblate spheroid. 



200A, 200B are a solid, or 
illustrates an isometric view of a 
section view of the fastener 200A in 
a cross section view of a fastener 



„_but wherd ri£the opening 216BA of the/astener 
having a countersink. Both 
2 A. 212B (i.e., a first engaging 
])|drtion 214 A. 214B (i.e., a mating 
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surface 214 A, 214B) for engaging a second article, s ich as krail to which the picket is to be 
attached. For both fasteners 200A, 200B, a top surface 218 k. 218B and an opposite bottom 
surface 220 A. 220B are substantially flat, to facilitate case of placement and assembly onto a 
facing surface of an item* e.g. a rail. The fasteners 2C OA, 200B are desirably fabricated as a 
single piece of a uniform material for case of fabrica ion. Exemplary materials include nylon, 
plastics, polyvinyl chloride, and other deformable material*! including but not limited to synthetic 
rubber and polyurethane. The fasteners 200A, 200B |?refer|bly include a first set of ridges 21 1 A, 
21 IB. respectively, disposed on an exterior surface df the first portion 212A, 212B or first 
engaging surface 2 12 A. 212B thereof, for use in fridionall r engaging an interior surface of a 
cylindrical opening provided in a longitudinal end of a picl 

i 

dimensions of the ridges of the fasteners 200A, 200B are p 
than the internal dimensions of the opening in the picket, e 

hundredths of an inch along the diameter of the ridges, such that the ridges ftictionally engage 
the interior surface of the opening in the picket and stay engaged despite stresses that the 
assembled rail and picket may encounter later. In such casa the fasteners 200A, 200B and/or the 
ridges 211 A, 21 I B are fabricated of a material and ti lickness such that some deformation of the 
ridges and/or the underlying ball occurs upon inserting the 
opening of the picket. 



(3) Please amend paragraph [0056] as follows: 

[0056] The fnnton e r 200 is fasteners 200A. 2bOB aifs also provided with a second portion 



21 4A, 214B having a second set of ridges 213 A, 213B used to frictionally engage an interior 



et or baluster. The maximum 

i 

eferably selected to be slightly larger 
g. by an amount on the order of 



fasteners 200A, 200B into the 



surface of an opening in another member to which the picl et is joined, for example, a rail of a 
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railing. The ridges 213 AJ213B ol 
ftom the ridges 2 1 1 A, 21 IB of th| 
first opening in one item, e.g. a raHl 
another item, e.g. a picket. 



(4) Please amend paragraph [005 
[0057] A stop 222A a _222| i 



200B b e tw ee n i n either or both 
21 4B, for use in stopping the 
other of the picket and the rail to 
may simplv be the ridges 21 1 A. : 



1 



fast :ncr 



212A. 212B, 214A. 214B having 



213B having the largest diameter ; when compared to othe rs 



seen from FIGURES 15, 15A anil 15B. in some embodimo n 



] as follows: 

may be provided on the ebcterior 
first portion 212A, 212B 



222B do not Amotion strictly asd 



the second set are desirab 

first set such that the ri< Igjes 213 A. -213B frictionally engage a 
while ridges 21 1 A. 21 Q frictionally engage an opening in 



the outermost diameters. 



diameter for either or both nortiolts 212 A, 212B. 214A. 2114B of the fastener 200A. 200B to 



engage their respective items (e.g t a picket or a rail). W h le the fasteners 200A, 200B are 



desirably fabricated in one piece 
portions 212 A.212B, 214 A, 21 



constructed of different materials 
assembled to make the fastener, 

(5) Please amend paragraph [OOi 



I] as follows: 
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id of uniform material 
i, or other components of 



@005 



be ling 



surface of the fasteners 200A, 
and second portion p ortions 2 14A, 

i 

inserted too deeply into one or the 
As illustrated, the stop 222 A. 222B 



200A. 200B fr om 
|vhich it is being joined 
IB. 213A. 2 13B of either or both the Srst and second portions 



e.. the ridlges 211 A. 21 IB. 213A, 



or d ifferent pieces of the 
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y slantedlin the opposite direction 

L 



of the ridiges. As mav be clearly 



ts. these outermost ridees 222A. 



positive stop, but rather simplv provide the maximum ridge 



I 

tjwoughout, Jthe first and second 
asteners 200A, 200B maybe 
same or similar materials and then 
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fdjbilitate turning of the fastener, at 



(8) Please amend paragraph [006 



Amendment and Response to 



I. 



I 



[0058] The fasteners 200A 
on at least one end thereof, the ap< jrture 216A, 2l6Bj> refev'ably being sized and shaped to 
accommodate standard-sized tool^such 
FIG. 200A), e.g. a rectangular nut| driver 
e.g. hexagonal drivers, also knowi 
216A provides a way of applying 
an item such as a rail. 



as those of rectangular cross-section(opening 21 6A in 
or socket wrench; or those haling other cross-sections, 

: 
I 

as "Allen" wrenches, for example, hi such case, the aperture 

i 

orque to insert a lower portion 214A of the fastener 200A into 
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200B are preferably provided with 



an aperture 216A, 216B 



(6) Please amend paragraph [005<jJ as follows 

[0059] Alternatively, the aperture may be a countersink2I6B, jsuch as the apertur e 
countersink 2 1 6B shown in FIG. 
pass through the fastener 200B 
or bolt then threadably engaging 



; SBSQflB, for retaining a|screw or bolt of length sufficient to 

I 

fr^m the side of the aperture 216B to the opposite side, the screw 
i jnother item, e.g. the rail (thereunder. 



(7) Please amend paragraph [006 jj] 

[0060] Alternatively, to 
200A, 200B may be provided wit \ a bolthead (such as tbat shown anc 
to FIG. 12) in the place of aperta 3 21 6 A, 21 6B, the boJthead being 
to a top surface 218 A.218B of tti s 
way of applying torque to insert s 
item such as a rail. 



fasteners 200A, 200B. kn such case. 



lower portion 214 A. 214B of the fasteners 



least one end of the fasteners 
described above relative 
desirably formed integrally 
t, the bolthead provides a 
200A, 200B into an 



] as follows: 
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[0061] In a preferred method drassembling a picket to a rail to form an element ofa 

tailing or balustrade, the fasteners 200A, 200B is placed, bottom side 22 0A. 220B down on a 

i 

rail, leaving the top surface 21 8A.l218ft exposed. The body ofa screw or bolt is threadably 
inserted into or, alternatively, pass sd through the fasteners %00A, 200B to threadably engage the 
rail below, while the screwhead, b jjlhead, or tooUreceiving| aperture 216A for countersink; 
216B} of the fasteners 200A, 20<H I remains accessible from a top surface 218 A.218B to allow 
torque to be applied to affix the fa Jtencr to the rail. Therealjtcr, a cooperating opening of the 
picket is then inserted over the fas ;eners 200A, 200B to affjx the picket to the rail. The 
cooperating opening can have a vi riety of shapes^ such as cylindrical, conical, rectangular, 



hexagonal or other regular polygon, as well as in the shape 
that term is defined herein. 

(9) Please amend paragraph [006^] as follows: 



ofa half-ball or section of a. ball, as 



[0062] To continue makiri 



a balustrade, the process is then repeated by affixing fasteners 



200A, 200B at desired spacings, a nd affixing pickets thereto to make an assembly having a rail 
and a plurality of pickets affixed t lereto. This represents a '"lower" rail of the balustrade, for 

i 

example Then, fasteners 200AA, £00B are affixed to a secdnd rail at desired spacings. The 

j 

balustrade is then completed by niating the pickets that are! affixed to the lower rail to the 
fasteners 200A, 200B that are afiG xed to the second, upperjrail. 

(10) Please amend paragraph [0063] as follows: 

[0063] While in many railings or balustrades the pickets or balusters are oriented at right 

I i 

angles, many occasions arise when pickets must be orlentejd at other than right angles, e.g. 



Amendment and Response to Offtce Action 



Page 6 of 22 



PAGE 7/23 * RCVD AT 9/2/2005 1 :33:28 PM [Eastern DayDght Time * SVR:USPTOEFXRF-6/27 * DNIS:2738300 ^ CSID:214 965 5900 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-30 



Best Available Copy 



09/02/05 FRI 12:35 FAX 214 965 5900 



BAKER & McKENZ IE-DALLAS 



©008 



Serial No. 10/613,605 
Attorney Docket No. 24170759.16 

stairwayB, in which case at least o ie of the angles that the baluster makes relative to the rail is 
acute. The ball-shape of fasteners 20 0A. 200B makes them well-suited for this purpose because 
the angle that each ball-shaped fastener 200 A. 220B makes relative to the opening in a picket can 
change while the fastener 200A. 200B s till continues to frictionally engage the opening. 
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